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Redeemer's Friend: 


OR A 


o ER M ON: 
On Fobn 1 1. part of the 1 12h Verle, 
- (With ſome Additions) 

Preached at the Funeral of the Reverend, Lear- 
ned, and Faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
Mr. SAMUEL FAIRCLOUGH. 


Who departed this Life, December 31, 1691. 


By NATH. PARK HURST, M. A. 
and Vicar of oxford, Suff. 
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to ruine their Hopes of bs avonr with the 
Redeemer, mbile,they 7%; Aol in Ways 


of on pogo wivina the ms of the 


_— there being 25 dnt oy of Men 
among ts,|1iot ingdom of 
_ God, almoſt el ans, of fair Morals, 

ſeeking to enter. _—_ but not qo 


the rig bt w attaining it ; 
oy x tbe Servcn ar be Be : 
| Jahve 1 t0 be diceans, who court So- 
F; if oilin e Zeal, that 
andings may be chared: for 
the Light in them is Darkneſs. 
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of: [pn = a bor and the Pros 
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their — in He and miniſter 
to their ion... And that theſe may. 
” oe Succeſſes of what you bave drawn 

lick, View, let your Prayers at- 
en its. going forth,. that it may proſper, 
thi Lord. working with it. | 

But whatever may be the Fruts of this: 
Infiruftion, the Occaſion of it barb indu- 
ced. no little Sadneſs upon '\your ( Hearts, 
being deprived of the Comverſmion of an 
endegred. Brother... . And you mutt be al-. 
lowed 0. deplore. ſo. great and ſenſible 4: 
Loſs. Fir e that was dear to'bic Friends 
and Acquaintance, muit have been 'much' 
more ſoto his Relations, and Relations that: 
knew what value to put upon' the Grace. 
| and Learning, Religion. and Breeding, 
 Piety andT emper. conſpicuous in.bim, \ 

To me the foght of Him was a. Plea 
ſure, and bis Converſqgion always an En-- 
tertainment : | And. therefore I cannot 

wonder if you are in danger of grieving. 
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| Remember wht "Job" fait" in"'z dep} 
'Caſe; Shall we receive Good, 
at'\ hed Hark \of "the Lord, - and 'not' 
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from. bis Hand * your "Pani bath bad'a 
edt Portion of Drvine Favonrt; "Got 
Edna 9 3t\ nr eminent Nhir ry of 62. 
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Heaven of Heavens, in the Company if 


the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Martyrs, and Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfe&, with Angels, and with Chriſt, 
prayfeng , loving, enjoying, and delighting 
in Go 


"8 theſe T bings qualify your Griefs ; 


and imitating bim in his Pattern, rejoice 


in bope of meeting bim in the glorious 
Manſions above. And if this ſhort Mo- 


nition may contribute, through Divine 
Bleſfing, to your Conſolation under this 
Cloud, it will be no ſmall Satisfa&ion to 
bim whos 


Tour faithful 
Friend and Servant, 


Nats. PakkaunsT. 
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are ſaid to ſleep in Feſus. Andeven in Heathen 
Authors, Sleep is uently for mn - 
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AﬀeRtion our Lord had; for him, wer. 5. Now 
- Feſus loved Martha, ber Siſter, and Lazarus. 
way fully conglude hi 3 ave 
Diſciple of Chriſt. And airmen may from 
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mer Ages 
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be. 'glad, t0 n Error if the Computation, 
buy am much afgaid- i245 200 trueg;:phacavichits 
our own, or any: other:Reformed CHtirds} 
can be:ſheweda Community of the-quantiry'sf 
a) Hs rage Majot ity Wh _—_— 

r ſion. riſtiariety. if herefore:: Ca ot at[ 
ky ſolemn Words'of beg \'Epb | 
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this wasmyſtically repieſented: i cho Ivalice 
ment A Pom” 127m and Solomon, who 
were All [younged \Brothers anveheyr Jevera} 
milies, Sin ici ÞitartaviPlucea 
Pom Grle _ and rin WE and 
Parts, take Way, 2deſpiſe-Religions, 
and.negle Godlinc Godlineſhst: ThmiomavinbadT 
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yiours time; the Jewiſh: Sanbedrim, _— ak 
_ Perſons of Name and Authority i in.thar 


Glick, -<ppaial the believing: Jeſus was the 
Gbrift.” And: y/it 2 a Aa 
Objetion-aghinſ receiving-him and his 16- 
EITS 
(Fave 
te Phafecalinhinhi? Jo 
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. 1::4,7 51:36>Sxncere Chriſtians, AS' grew 4.7 "and 


corgmbaly ibfetiour the World; $6 likewiſe 
they cate a. ſcarteted altd) difpdrſed Genteration; 

notcin.a Bo®yrogerher, bir av ie were; one ys 
xCity; :aadewoof a Tribe,''mix -dwithorhers, 
cill Death makes theSeparation.. -Ad'6ur Lord, 
it-reſpot of che. Kind of this Death, 'w4s rium 
beed with  ſo\\jn! 2b Civil Re- 
{pets theſeare mix'd with the Wicked, asSubb- 
zects qof-the ame Prince, Natives of the rn 
Gountty "Dweelecs:in 'che. [ame City 
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chat ochen MennegleQ,orher Joys and Sorrows, 
Complaiats, ! and Featy,..an ,ithan the 
Men af che: Warld have, and Meat co-dae the 
Ward knaws; not of, .: They arc-new: Cate 
rures,yery diferiog fromehb Men of this —_ 


_ and from, what-themlelves ance ns 
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Holy Spirit ; of the Fall of Mac, dats 
pravation of Humane Nature; of the Covenant 
of Graee,'.of Godin Chailt | (a$}4Saerifice and 
Mediarns) rec vinners $0 hinſeld;!.of 
the warn, eee Promiſes and Threac- 
nings in the Scrj ; aa They 2x62 allo Peni- 
$565, Weary and.þ 3%3-laden, under tbe Burk 
den of their, Sins; Gab. of thois: and 
Tranſgreſſions of Fayre Lays, peor'and 
Fomtrite. in gba Ang they love oy. Faith 4 
Foxit, Mich nice Aepandance vguahig;ds 
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aProphier, 'Prieſt and: King, as a Propitiation 
for- Sin," and -as an Advocate with the Father. 


Add they? give themſelves to: Prayer; *potri 


out |not. only Words, 'bur their Hearrs to No 
And in the affiſtance of the'Spirit of God, they 
live ſoberly, righteouſly'and godly, crucifying 
che Fleſh,” ftrivin againſt Sin, 'refiſting Temps 
rations}<del the” Law of: Cod: after 
the infer. 'Man 3 oppolin the Law in their 
Members, that a aioſt the Law of their 
Mind; endeavourin o hayverelſpe&to 
bang) ahh: x noe 'of "then" may be 


a ne | 
CR Th cheie In irſes; nes eoting 
fliorrof' any Dory, ** 


Sera Call the what are he” Tokens 


-and; lnſtanceSof-the'Redermer's" Friendſhip” to- 
ward Tineere Chriſtians: | And, 


:x1 He converſes with them, meets: cha in 
facted 'Ordinances'; >| and -where-ever" .two'or 
three are-p rogether 3 if his Name, he is 
in the mid of them; and in fecrer Places in 
Prayer [and Meditation, manifeſts himſelf to 
il) ſtrengthening them; and 


ſome- 
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ſometimes. afluring! 'them-: of his: Love. And 
hereby be 'accompliſhes that: Promiſe in Revel. 
| 3+ 20. Tf-any Man hear my Voice, and open the Revel. 3. 2c; 
Door, 1 will come in to-him,'and pill ſup with him, 
and: he with me. 
2. Chriſt! doth great things for thera ; "He 
waſhes thein-from their Sins in his own. Blood, 
clothes themy withthe' Robes: of his unſport ted 
Righteouſneſs, appears in the Preſence of God 
for them; carries: their Names upon his-/Breaft 
in the true Holy of Holies, juſtifies: their Per- 
ſons, - preſents: their Prayers: to his and: their Fa- 
ther, - perfumes all their weak Services-and! im- 
verfect Offerings: by his previiling perpetual In- 
rexceſfion, and ſo makes them graceful ro God, 
and a {weet- fmelling Savour; + 
 3- Chrift.invelts ther: with- ' P | 
ledges; -he.gives' them Power: e the Children John 13: 
of God ; makes them King $/ ahd Prieſts to God-and Revel. 1.6. 
his Father; renders all Code {ubſervienrto _ 


even theholy: A _whor.are\miniſt; 
ſent forth: forthe God of banter act He of 8. Heb. 1. 143 
vation. + And he makes all $s to work t 
ther for their Good ; for their Aflictions. refine Rom. 8. 
them; and workin, hs the peaceable Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs, Their 'Femprations'' exerciſe, - 
prove and ſtrengthen their Graces; their Infir- 

| | = mities | 


rious' Privi 


"is wee? 


miries lead them to auch Humility and depen- 
dance upon God ; their Falls and Miſcarriages 
(being recover'd by Repentance) make them 
more re diligent and w 
4. Chriſt will inthe end, bring them near to 
John 17. 24+ hienfalf that they may be with bem, Bike I”. 24. 
and will advance them (whatever chat means) 
Revel. 3.21.10 4 fitfing With bum in bis Throne, . Rev.3.2 ». He 


Apgels,. andilike them they fhall live the Life of 
Spirics, neither eating nor drinking, nor build- 
iog nor Planting, nor Ka 7 AA or being given 
| And. and reign for 
—_ with: hinz- in Heaven, andiear Eng 
in the midſt of the Paradiſe of God, y 
moſt deligheful, intelleual beefy" 
They ſhall: be: as Pillars in he Fermphe above, 
eſtabliſhed in Happineſs, and Ornaments inthar 
Place-of Glory.” (hallhave che Viſion of 
God, &.c. the: ucnaaſt knowledg: of him, that 
They: mary mapa erm full 


_—_ ſhall have everlaſting J 
ieof rug holy Pleaſures-at Gods 


Right Hand:for evermore. : The Lamb that is 

| ay when yr uer—anrl ſhall tead-them ro 
Barel: 7. 17. theſe: Fountains of living Waters, Rewele>. 17. 
Theſe-aze ſome Inſtances. of Chriſt's Friendſhip 


toward: 


will render them: ina manner equal with the 
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rewind” ſerious Believers, ſifficicnely* demon. 
ftrating char they are in reality _ Friends © 


$: J 
WH. Obſerve; That finders Chriſtians thot 
ddferds ke 
are noe privi ying. How 
ver any are, howuſeful foever, how much ſ66- 
ver in favour with God, -and enideared 66 the 


/ 


To 
Abraham is dead, and the 
ly Enoch and Elas found another Pulſgs to whe 
heavenly Manſions ; atid the tall” Generation 
ſhall nor die, but be cha ,*& Coy. 15. FX: 1 Cor.15.5r 
All others muſt die, )' 40" the Decree 
and Appointment of God. - So thatunleſt' the 
Day of Judgment be nearer chan 'it is reaſotia- 
ble co imagine, ' we muſt expe& to'take up our 

ings'in Graves and Tombs, tho ſanctified, 
tho ſerving our Generation by the Will of God; 
and how much ſoever orhers: may neeqyvs, out 

Diffolution is coming Buit this is our C 
that living in the Lord, we ſhall die in the 
Lord; and Death ſhall be our Advantage, tho 


we catinot be priviledged from it. 


Itf. Obſerve, That thofincere Chriſtians are 
C 2 | net 
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Pon 


not exempted from dying, yer/Deathis qualified 
and ſoftned rothem : To them iris bur a Sleep, 
or but as a Sleep. 


'2.,'In- xefpeRt 194 their Bodies, it is 2 Reſt 
from Pain, Srkmeky Weannel, Labour, Noiſe 


and Diſturbance... The Grave is their Bed, they 


are quiet init,./ and never diſturbed of hi Reſt, 


till aywakned:with che joyful ſolemn, Sound of 
the laſt Trump, .and;the; Voice. of the Arch- 


1 Thefl. 5d Angel, and-the Shour' acrending onr Lord's laſt 


' whe 


_ of their Hearts: And in like manner chey there 


Appearing, 3 Thefſ..4- 1.6. 
{ their.Souls; tho Death is not 


2+: la; | 
a Sup, e9Slowp pie arjagtive Reſt,. yer 
Death puts) the Souls. of the Godly 'into- better 


_ thana Sleep, into a perfect Repo La 


from all Foil, and i d mama Stare of moſt acive 
Love;.and .Joy.:, for Ange's-come - and. .carry 
thera; upon their diſlodging from their Bodies; 
into Abraham's ;Boſom, to the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfe&,., into; the third; Heaven. And 
reas,good Men complain” while they | are 
here, thac they can neither love nor joy in God 
as they deſire, Infirmities impeding and ſtrait- 
ning the willing Mind; jthere they js God to 
the utmoſt of tf their Paty, -co the full,extent of | 
their Capacity, and according to all the deſire 


Joy 
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joy in- ro without any Impediment to has | 
raviſhing Exerciſe. 

3. Death to fincere Chriſtians is but a Sleep, 
in reſpe&t of the ſucceeding Morning of chain 
ſurrection. In this reſpect Death is-but a long 
Sleep, as Sleep is a ſhort: Death. : And tho the 
Death of the Ungodly may allo. be.rermed a 
Sleep, yet not in or = make me; ſofrneſs 
of its . meanin og fiacere: Chriſtians : 
For the ——_—_— nm Reft in-their Soulsup- 
on their Departure, . bur Extremaities of : Grief 
and Horror:, And. the Morning;'of the Reſur- 
xecion brings them no manner of A bur 
proves moſt dreadful-ro:them._ : - 

Bur to > 1 IE inn A  foreet 
Sleep, out of whic awake joytully: 
vpon-the-ſounding,of the Trumpet; their > $9 
open, they a anger" the-duſty-Covering;:;riſe 
up; and put on'the-Dreſs' of Immoralicy, and 
go forth. and. meet. the Bridegroom, and: are 
ever with the Lord. 

- . Sucharethe Inſttuidns-from the Text. The 
Improvement follows in ſeveral Uſes. | 

Firſt ; Since ſincere. Chriſtians are wu 
with the Title-of the Friends of-Chrift, ler us 
all become fincere Chriſtians, let us anſwer that 
great, holy and. glorious Name by which--we 


are 
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are called, : not ſerving Sin and Satan m the Li- 
very of Chriſt's Diſciples. Let us live agreea- 
bly to our ſacred Name and Profeffion ; ler us 
fill up the Title of Chriſtians with the-Quality, 
and "Temper, and PraQtice becoming them that 
are ſo called : Ler us think, ſpeak, a&, pray, 
and hve as Chnftians; as fuch let us be Peni- 
tent, Holy, Humble, Charitable, Lovers of God 
and Men, Temperate, Chaſte, Mortificd and 
Heavenly-minded : Let us caſt = all che 
| Works _ Darkneſs, _ oma gy e hidden 
things of Diſhoneſty, erve God in Holi- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs, incleanneſs of Hands, 
and purity of Heart, mortifying the'moſt ſecret 
Sins and fpiritual' Wickedneſſes; of which the 
World can take nonotice. - n | 
Bur it may be ſaid, Whois ſufficientfor theſe 
things? - we want: power to live the holy Life 

that becomes our Chriſtian Profeſſion. 
Anſwer to this is, May you be more fully con- 
vinced of your Impotency : bur withal,remem- 
ber, God can draw you, Chrift can ſtrengthen 
you, and the Holy Spirit can influence, change 
and renew you. Look up to Heaven; pray, 
plead, imporrune God for Supplies of needful 
Grace; and wait for it in the uſe of the 
appointed Means of reading and bearing the 
| . Word 
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Word of Grace and Life, and meditating therein. 
Ie is worthy of the urmoſt Endeavonrs, and you 
wyl nor. tepenc of amy Labour it can coft you, 
when once you- have attained to ferious Godli- 
neſs ; for the Friendſhipof Chriſt attends it, and 
Happineſs enough is included in his Love, who 
hath all Power in Heaven and Earth. | 

Secondly ; Since real Chriſtians are the Redee- 
. mer's Friends, and fince the Death of fmcere 
Chriſtians is qualified, and only as a Sleep, ler 
as many of us as are Chriſtians in Reality and 
| Practice, _— econciled to —_— ard pe 
uneaſy un expeRation of it: Lerus raife 
our Faith, and difmifs our Fears, believing there 
is no harm'tous in. Death : It is but the Sleepof 
a long Night, and then comes a Morning ; the 
Diyrcaka, and the Shadows flee away, and 
our Beloved leadsvus oche Meine tf" 

Let us conſider, Dearh'cannot prejudice us, be- 
ing-blet wich Chrift'sFriendfhip;; for hereupon, 
Dearh is ours.” The Spitit of God, by the Apo- 
's Hand, : hath puc: Death itſelf into the In- 
ventory of our Goodsand Bleſfmgs, x Cor.3.2r, 
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212. All things axe: yours, ivbether Pant, © 6+ Apolſo,': Cor. 3. 
6 Cephas; or be World; or Life, 6 Death, 14 Y 21, 22. 


And whereas Dexth parts us from onr Friends 
here,thar Wound is preſencly healed by irs bring- 
ing 
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ing us'to Chriſt our high and everlaſting Friend, | 
according to theſe Scriptures, 2 Cor. 5.8. 4bſent 


2 Cor. 5. 8. from the Body, and preſent withthe Lord. Phil. 1.23. 
Phil. 1. 23. Having a deſire 0 depart, and to be with Chriſt. Luk: 


Luke 23.43. 23+43+ To day ſhalt thou be with-me/in Paradiſe. 

+ Death is indeed a Violence upon Nature; and 
at firſt ſight we cannot but decline it.as unnatu- 
' ral tour primitiveConſiitution, a Fruit of Sin, 
and a mighty. Humiliation and Abaſement of 
one part of us ; i for it carries our: Bodies under 
the. Earth, -and makes them a Prey to the vile 
Worms, and renders thern noiſom to the Living, 
who convey them thither in-theirown defence. 
But ur Relation ro Chriſt qualifies all this, 
uf 65, Jug into a Bed, and Death into a 
_ . Thirdly ; Since Death is thus qualified to the 
Friends of Chriſt, let us examine whether we 
are the Friends of our Lord and Saviour. Many 
. preſume-it,, and. are Strangers and Enemies'to 
him ineffe, (and by juſt Interpretation) inſtead 
of being in a Eeague of' Friendſhip 'with him. + 

And ſome fear they are nothis Friends, who are' 
. > urelyin his Favour. '.\And+this'makes ic neceſ- 
.c : 4ary.that. we-pals an, Inqueſt upon our ſelves; 
and [ſhall afGiſt ir, by an{weririg rwo Queſtions, 
Who are-not, and whoare the Friends of Chriſt ? 
bag | | Queſt, 


| «a fronal 


1% © 4 
0 ————— —__ 


0 As Sana Fan 7 
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